AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

known, as Macaulay said, "from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Dead Sea." They were, it is
true, a nation of warriors, but much more.

They were great architects and builders:
they had a knowledge of law and of govern-
ment. In Anselm and Lanfranc they had
men of the highest Italian culture: in their
Duke they had a King who was a King.
And they brought to England a sense of unity
and ordered government.

The national boundaries in Europe were
fluid, as they had bee'n since the break-up of
the Roman Empire. England's boundary
was the sea, from henceforward inviolable,
and from that day to this we were able as no
other country was to become welded into a
nation without interference by the foreigner
in our own house and to develop our own
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